
Inspection of Kidzone
Sawtry Infant School, Middlefield Road, Sawtry, Cambridgeshire PE28 5SH

Inspection date: 18 May 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy their time at this friendly and welcoming club. They are happy and 
excited to see the staff, who greet them warmly as they come out of school. 
Although routines have been adapted due to the COVID-19 pandemic and a recent 
move of buildings, children confidently adapt and take changes in their stride. 
Children independently put their belongings on coat pegs and wash their hands on 
arrival. They are eager to share information about their day and have detailed 
discussions with staff. The staff are caring, thoughtful and intuitive to all children's 
needs. They form strong bonds with children and know them well.

Children's behaviour is exceptionally good and they know what is expected of 
them. They eagerly told the inspector, 'I love it every single day,' and 'We get to 
choose things to play with.' Children are respectful, kind and caring towards each 
other. They build strong friendships with their peers, sharing and taking turns as 
they play. For example, a group of children spend time playing with kinetic sand, 
sharing resources and talking to each other. Staff listen to children and use their 
interests to plan the activities they provide.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents comment very positively about how 'amazing' and 'informative' staff are. 
They highly praise the management team and staff, who ensure all children are 
settled and enjoy their time at the club. Parents compliment the setting's 
'excellent' communication methods and know that their children are 'safe and 
have fun'.

n Children understand the rules and boundaries set by staff. For example, children 
know they are not allowed to play beyond a certain area and follow instructions 
well. 

n Staff carefully consider and use children's interests to promote their programme 
of activities. For example, children show a great interest in physical activity and 
enjoy participating in many outside games, such as scooter races, pogo stick 
balancing, penalty shootouts and water play.

n Children develop a sense of belonging at the club. They freely choose what they 
do and contribute to keeping the club tidy, checking with staff if they are unsure 
where things belong. 

n Staff undertake innovative training opportunities and actively use what they 
learn to broaden experiences for children. For example, staff introduce various 
games they have learned from a local football club. Children thoroughly enjoy 
participating in something new and these games have a positive impact on their 
development. For example, children show increasing levels of confidence.

n The provider organises many outings during the school holidays. Children enjoy 
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visits to local parks and woodlands and take part in swimming lessons. They 
have many opportunities to experience a wide range of activities. For example, 
children learn martial arts, dance, and create and produce music with a local 
artistic director. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive very good 
support from staff. Staff work well with parents and other professionals to 
ensure children's individual needs are supported well. 

n Children have access to a wide range of resources and use these creatively to 
further extend their interests. For example, children work cooperatively to create 
a large paper snake. They share the use of scissors and decorate the snake with 
a variety of patterns and colours.

n All staff are aware of children's dietary requirements. Children are provided with 
healthy and nutritious food. They confidently show excellent self-care skills and 
understand the importance of good hygiene. Staff sit and talk with children as 
they eat, promoting social interaction and good manners. 

n The staff state that they 'love' working in this club. They have high regard for 
the leaders and feel valued and well supported. The manager reflects on 
practice and evaluates this with staff, to help to identify how to improve the club 
for children even further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider ensures all staff complete safeguarding training and continually 
checks their knowledge about safeguarding and child protection matters. 
Recruitment procedures are thorough and help to assure the ongoing suitability of 
staff working with children. Staff identify the possible indicators for child abuse and 
neglect. They have a clear understanding of safeguarding issues, such as the risks 
to children of being exposed to extremist views and female genital mutilation. Staff 
know how to report any concerns to the relevant agencies.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2536371

Local authority Cambridgeshire

Inspection number 10208582

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Kidzone Sawtry Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2536370

Telephone number 01487832501

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kidzone registered in May 2019. The setting is located in Sawtry, Huntingdon and 
opens from Monday to Friday all year round. A breakfast club operates from 
7.30am to 9am, and an after-school club operates from 3pm to 6pm, during school 
term time. In addition, a holiday club operates from 7.30am to 6pm on Monday to 
Friday during school holidays. The setting employs nine members of childcare staff. 
Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above, 
including the nominated individual who holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kerrie Osler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The nominated individual, the manager and the inspector completed a learning 
walk together and discussed how the club is organised.

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they were doing. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the nominated individual.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and the nominated individual. 

She looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the club.

n A number of parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection and the 
inspector took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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